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INTRODUCTION
 
In my two earlier books, STREET PREACHER’S MANUAL  and I AM NOT ASHAMED , 
great detail was given to describe all aspects of p ublick ministry (the 
author prefers the Cambridge spelling of the word " publick" as found in Acts 
20:20.) and how to properly engage in it.   The weig hty, Biblical arguments 
in favor of this ministry are expounded within thes e two books as well as 
modern, state-of-the-art application of publick min istry techniques.   This 
book, Rebuking in the Gate , is a general overview of the subject.   It is 
sort of a 21st century analysis of the publick mini stry and the effect this 
ministry can have upon all who engage themselves in  it.   This book will also 
describe the far reaching impact that publick minis try can have either 
directly or indirectly upon those reached by it.   A s you will read, the 
effects of publick ministry are so far reaching tha t it will affect even 

into the secular areas of life.

 
In the researching of this book questionnaires were  given to approximately 
100 men who have had a good number of years experi- ence in the field of 
publick ministry.   Some are pastors, some full time  evangelists, and some 
hold secular jobs, are members of a local church an d have a publick ministry 
of their own.   The gleaning of the wealth of their experience, statistics 
and general assessment of publick ministry will be leavened throughout this 

book to the great benefit of the reader. 

 
Reality dictates that in these final days of "Ameri can style" Christianity 
it is unlikely that this book will affect a sudden flooding of the market 
with emboldened street preachers, but it is my hope  that some Christians 
walking the thin line between lukewarm, popular and  acceptable secret 
discipleship or being a bold publick witness may be  pushed to never be 
ashamed in a publick forum of their saviour, the Lo rd Jesus Christ because 
he was not ashamed to die publickly for them.
It is also hoped that this book will provide ammuni tion and encouragement to 
those who already enjoy the rich and abundant life of being a publick 

minister for our Lord Jesus Christ.
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            CHAPTER ONE
 
   OVERVIEW AND SELF EXAMINATION
 
PUBLICK MINISTRY........THE EFFECT
 
"They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor

him that speaketh uprightly." Amos 5:10

 
Publick ministry has never been very popular either  to those on the 
receiving end or to those challenged to do it.   But  it seems that in these 
Laodicean, materialistic, proudful, high-tech, new age days that publick 

ministry is suffering some of its lowest ratings in  the polls. 

 
It doesn't seem to matter that the Lord used this m edium of evangelism   via 
every preacher and prophet in the entire Bible.   It  doesn't seem to make any 
difference that the Lord admonished all of us who c laim his name to utilize 
this method to accomplish the distribution of his W ord.   Few are converted 
to this manner of sowing the seed though they have never equaled its 
effectiveness in getting the blood of 300,000 souls  off their hands as Paul 
did in three short years in the city of Ephesus. Ac ts 20:20-26. It was the 
religious crowd that rocked Stephen to sleep; and s ometimes it makes one 

wonder whether some of these guys might still be ar ound today.

 
A question was asked during one of my seminars on p ublick ministry whether I 
had many problems with gang members or thugs when I  preach in the open air.   
My response was, "Not really; all my enemies are fu ndamental Baptist 

preachers."

 
Don't be too quick to judge the attitude by which t his book is written. The 
happiest, most durable and joyous servants of our L ord Jesus Christ that I 
know are the ones who exercise themselves regularly  in the areas of publick 
ministry.   To these this book is dedicated, and spe aking along with these we 
wish through this book to present the positive side  of what publick ministry 

will do for you, your church, and your community.

 
            JUST WHAT IS

         PUBLICK MINISTRY?

 
It seems profitable at this point first to define p ublick ministry 

negatively.   That is, what publick ministry is NOT . 

 
First, publick ministry is not house-to-house or do or-to-door visitation.   
Some may look at it as such and maybe in a modern d efinition of publick it 
may be thought to be included under a broad umbrell a of "publick", but the 
Lord carefully defines his own words and he said: "...publickly AND  from 

house to house."  Acts 20:20.   (Emphasis added).

 
Second, publick ministry is not one-on-one soul win ning.   I believe in doing 

one-on-one and door-to-door, but they are not publi ck ministry.
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Third, publick ministry is not the meeting in the c hurch.   Once again, in 
the modern definition of the word, the regular chur ch meeting may be termed 
"public" and we all feel more comfortable with our "public profession" made 
within the security of the four walls of the buildi ng and among like-minded 
brethren, but this is not publick ministry.   A more  accurate definition of a 
publick profession of faith would be found in John 4 with the woman at the 

well and her heartfelt response to her salvation. 

 
I have said for years that if a preacher will only preach behind a pulpit, 
for money, to a voluntary audience but will not pre ach to sinners on the 
street for free, he is a professional.   The same ap plies to the occupants of 
the pew.  If they will sing and pray and shout insi de the church but 

hesitate doing so in "PUBLICK", they are hypocrites .

 

 
                 SO

            JUST WHAT IS

         PUBLICK MINISTRY?

 
Noah Webster, 1828, defines the word "publick" as:  Pertaining to a nation, 
state or community; extending to a whole people, co mmon to many; circulating 
among people of all classes; open, exposed to all p ersons without 
restriction.
 
The argument is posed that the Bible prophets and p reachers used the publick 
forum because they did not have church buildings ba ck then.   I rebut that 
even in times when they had buildings they still di d publick ministry 
because it was the method that the Lord designated as the best for 
accomplishing the task of the Lord's heart.   The ea rly saints met in the 
temple and in houses in Acts, and yet in chapter 8,  the men and women of the 

church went everywhere preaching the word.

 
Imagine your community if all the truly saved men a nd women of the church 
went everywhere preaching the word.   Is it a pretty  sight and sound?   Yea 
and Amen!   It is to those who love his Word.   How l ong would it take for 

your community to be turned upside down (Acts 17:6)  for the Lord Jesus?

 
Let me use an illustration to help define.   Can you  drive to Wal-Mart, park 
your car, go inside and make your purchase, return to your car, drive home 
and park in your driveway, and no one along the roa dway, in the parking lot, 
nor any of the employees or shoppers in Wal-Mart ev er realize that a 
representative of the Lord Jesus Christ had visited  them that day?   If the 

answer is yes, then you are not a publick witness f or the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What is the difference between you and the lost man  who shops at Wal-Mart?

 
Could an appliance repairman come into your home an d repair the dryer and 
leave and not know in any way that an ambassador of  the King of kings 
occupied that dwelling?   If yes, you are not a publ ick witness for the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. What is the differ ence between your house 

and the lost person’s house next door?

 
Every Christian was saved "for this purpose" (Acts 26:16), and if they fail 
here, then from the Lord's perspective, the Lord go t a raw deal in saving 
them.  There may be many great things that any Chri stian may do during his 
tenure on this planet, but if the Lord saved you fo r the purpose of being a 
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minister and a witness, and you accepted his salvat ion but are not a 
minister and a witness, then that austere man who s aved you will require 

something of you somewhere along the way.

 
Amos was a publick minister; a street preacher to b e specific. He was a 
simple farmer raising a few sheep and raising some sycamore fruit on the 
side as a cash crop.   Seeing judgment coming to his  community because of sin 
and feeling a burden for the lost members of family  and friends, he heard 
the voice of God and felt that he might be "called"  to do something about 
the situation.   Amos had no preaching heritage, no training, no experience, 
no ministe-rial contacts or political pull among th e brethren, he had no 
special gift, nor aptitude, and not even any real i nclination toward the 
ministry.   Amos was not ordained, licensed or commi s-sioned nor was he given 
a great open door; except the greatest door of all- --the streets of his 
community.   The Lord was looking for a man to stand  in the gap and make up 
the hedge, and he did not care if the brethren appr oved or not.   He found 

one in Amos.

 
This is a very profitable portion of your Bible bec ause it lets us know that 
in order to be a publick minister we do not need th e approval or licensing 
of the brethren.   Nor do we need to have a formal e ducation or ordination 
before beginning our ministry.   We do not even need  to wait for that first 
offer of a pulpit from the hierarchy but simply to go and do what the blind 
man did in John 9.   To add a few words for colorati on of the text; he may 
have said:   "Look fellows, I don't know if this guy  was virgin born or God 
manifest in the flesh or the fulfillment of all the  Old Testament prophesies 
concerning the coming of Messiah.   All I know is 'w hereas I was blind, now I 

see.'"  Was he a publick witness?   You bet!

 

        WHO HAS PERMISSION?

 
I can only imagine the huffing of the brethren as w ell as the city officials 
during the scene in Luke 19.   Jesus is coming into Jerusalem via a donkey in 
fulfillment of Zech. 9:9. The Bible says that when his DISCIPLES saw him 
they began to rejoice with a loud voice and shout t hings that most Laodicean 
Christians are ashamed to shout in church.   They we nt a step further and 
climbed up trees that did not belong to them, broke  off the branches, and 
strewed them in the path of their Saviour.   They to ok off their outer 
garments and did the same with them.   Wait a minute !   Did anyone ask the 
city if it was okay to do such a thing or if they h ad to have a permit for 
such activity?   Are these fanatics "called" to do t his?   Do any 
partici-pants in this tumultuous activity care whet her anyone looking on is 
offended?  NO!  These folk making a publick distur- bance are the ones who 
were the recipients of both physical and spiritual blessings and miracles, 
and they are doing what comes naturally when the DI SCIPLES of the Lord Jesus 
are filled with His Spirit and are operating in His  presence.   These are the 

publick witnesses the way the Bible defines them.

 

 
      LET YOUR LIGHT SO  SHINE

 
Imagine!   You are driving home from downtown EGYPT at the end of another 
unproductive day in the WORLD.   You are DISCONTENTE D with all that life in 
the WORLD is said to be but isn't.   You are quite D ISTRESSED at the prospect 
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of returning home where nothing seems to go RIGHT. The horrible darkness, of 
some kind, is ever present. Your DEBT to the world and in the world is not 
only insurmountable but mounting.   (This is the con dition of many in 
downtown EGYPT). In your desperate search for somet hing real you glance into 
the sky and view the CREATION (oops) of GOD (oops.. .oops) and something in 
you longs to have a CAPTAIN over you who will be te nder yet strong.   You 
remember there is supposed to be a community of peo ple who claim they are 
God's people.   They claim they have the answers to life's most difficult 
problems.   Maybe the people of God can help you her e lost in this WORLD 
without Christ, being an alien from the commonwealt h of Israel and from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope, and without G od in the WORLD.   Its 
getting mighty dark out here.   But where would you go to look for such a 
people and how could they be assured that the answe rs would be RIGHT?   
Another glance at the sky with a good heart and you  see that "all the 
children of Israel had LIGHT in their dwellings."   That sure would make it 
easy to find.   That LIGHT sure did SEPARATE them fr om the rest of the 
WORLD.  Because of that LIGHT those people seemed t o have a calm about 
them.  They certainly were more joyous than those i n the thick darkness and 
they sure enough could SEE a whole lot better and t hey sure were easy to 

spot.

 

Would this be what one might call a PUBLICK WITNESS ?   I think so!

 
The folks in Noah's day had no problem knowing wher e to go for the answers.   

And although they did not want the answers, it did not 

keep Noah from presenting himself as a representati ve for the Lord.

 

 
           NOT THAT IMAGE

 
I have heard it said among the brethren concerning publick ministry that 
they "don't want that image" for their church, scho ol etc.   But why would 
anyone not want "that image" seeing that it plainly  is a Bible image.   I can 
understand that if they have only been exposed to a  poor example of publick 
ministry they may not view it properly, but just be cause it may have been 
done wrong does not mean that it should not be done  the right way.   The 
brethren who argue this point are inconsistent, for  the JW's and Mormons do 
door-to-door the wrong way, but that does not stop the brethren from going 

door-to-door. 

 
Why are we so concerned about images anyway?   What image do you prefer that 
your ministry project?   If not the Biblical image o f a reproach bearing, 
unashamed, fearless proclaimer of the truth that sa ved your soul, then maybe 
the professional, corporate image of the world's me asurement of "success" is 

the image you prefer your ministry project. 

 

 
              REPROACH

 
I was teaching on publick ministry in a Christian s chool recently and the 
pastor was present.   I used the following illustrat ion. Suppose this school 
needed to raise money for a certain school project and they decided to have 
a car wash.   There is not a kid in this school who would hesitate a minute 
to stand out on the highway with a big sign and sho ut your lungs out, "CAR 
WASH...CAR WASH." But let's just change the sign to  read "JESUS SAVES", and 
let's change the message to John 3:16, and let's ch ange the motive to the 
eternal destiny of your neighbors.   There is probab ly not a kid in here that 
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wouldn't  hesitate or refuse or suddenly become ill at the p rospect of such 
an exercise.   WHY?  Suddenly the pastor raised his hand and said that he 
thought he had the answer to that.   He said that th ere was no REPROACH 
associated with the car wash, but there would most certainly be a REPROACH 

to accompany the witness. 

 
The very fact that there is definitely a reproach a ccompanying any publick 
witness activity ought to tell anyone who has ears to hear that "this is the 
way, walk ye in it."   Are we not specifically instructed to go without the 

camp BEARING HIS REPROACH?

 
WHAT HAS YOUR FAITH EVER COST YOU?

 
In "free" America, in these casual, Laodicean final  moments before the 
Lord's return, it is quite difficult for the AVERAG E Christian to actually 
bear the Lord's reproach.   When you think of it the re really is no reproach 
to be borne in attending church, even if it is a Bi ble believing church.   
There really isn't any reproach in holding an offic e in such a church.   
There really isn't much, if any, reproach to be bor ne by even pastoring such 
a church. Preaching behind a pulpit carries with it  a good measure of PRIDE 
and HONOR.   So, how can the Christian of this perio d obey the New Testament 
command in 2 Tim. 1:8 which says that we are to "be a partaker of the 
AFFLICTIONS of the gospel?"  (Emphasis added).   There is nothing pleasurable 
or comfortable connected with the word "affliction. "   It implies some sort 

of pain, suffering, embarrass-ment, discomfort, inc onvenience, etc. 

 

 
      NEW TESTAMENT SACRIFICE

 
Romans 12:1 calls upon every disciple of the Lord J esus Christ to become a 
living sacrifice.   This seems only reasonable since  the Lord gave his life 
and blood to pay for the most perverted thought tha t we have ever 
entertained.   SACRIFICE---this word also carries on ly undesirable 
implications, and yet we are beseeched to yield to this request.   (It is 

just a request). 

 
Now consider a servant of the past who is said by t he Lord to be a man after 
God's own heart.   David said, when about to offer a  sacrifice, that he would 

not offer unto the Lord of THAT WHICH COST HIM NOTH ING. 

 
Consider the original question.   What has your fait h in the Lord Jesus 
Christ ever COST you?   There is one sure quick way to remedy this.   Just go 
PUBLICK with your faith.   Go "without the camp"  and bear his reproach.   
Notice "WITHOUT THE CAMP."   There is an automatic silencer that is attached 
to most exit doors of the local church.   The comfor t that allows a Christian 
to relax with his faith should definitely be presen t within the camp of the 
church.  But the exhortation within the camp should  motivate those within to 

be willing to go without and bear his reproach. 

 

 
     COMFORTABLE DENOMINATIONS

 
Do you know what group of Christians were known for  their success in the 
field of evangelism during the period of the late 1 800's and early 
1900's---the Methodists.   They had the famous circu it riding preachers as 
well as a whole lot of outdoor work.   They were not  well thought of among 
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the mainline denominations.   They had not been approved by the general 
populous as yet.   Then, along about the 1920's they  began to build their 
great churches with stained glass windows and chand eliers and padded pews 
and carpets.   They became COMFORTABLE.   But they le ft their position of 
being without the camp and thus lost their zeal for  the publick ministry.   
When was the last time you saw a Methodist doing an y evangelism, much less 

publick ministry?

 
So the Southern Baptists picked up the banner of ev angelism.   They were 
thought of back then as the rogue denomination.   Th ey began to have their 
tent meetings with the great evangelists.   But then  they built their great 
churches with all the great stuff inside and they b ecame very COMFORTABLE.   
It is not coincidental that at the same time they l ost much of their zeal 
for evangelism.   It must have become more COMFORTAB LE to serve the Lord 
inside, or within the camp.   If you have been aroun d long enough, you know 

that this happened about the end of the 1950's or e arly 60's. 

 
Can you guess who grabbed the baton after that---th e independent, 
fundamental, separated, dedicated, blood-washed, mi ssionary, pre-millennial, 
Bible-believing Baptists.   I was part of their gian t Sunday School campaigns 
and busing ministries.   If anyone during this time was doing publick 
ministry at all, it was this crowd. They were not t he accepted group among 
the other denominations. They enjoyed being the ind ependent radicals who 
broke from the mainline camp.   But have you noticed  lately that we have 
become acceptable?   Our buildings are just as nice as any other 
denomina-tion. We can offer just as much COMFORT as  the rest of the gang.   
We can make the timid Christian feel very COMFORTAB LE when they come to make 
a "public profession of faith."   Why, we would not want them or anyone to 
feel UNCOMFORTABLE within our camp. It may offend s omeone to have to bear 
REPROACH.  So we CONVENIENTLY remove all associatio n with REPROACH, 
SACRIFICE AND AFFLICTION in order that we might pro ject an ACCEPTABLE IMAGE 

to the WORLD. 

 
What group will run with the torch of publick evang elism from here to the 
rapture?  And what will they call themselves?   Mayb e they'll just be known 

as the 7000 who have not bowed the knee to the IMAG E OF BAAL.

If you would like to read more of this book, please contact Gerald Sutek at 
gsutek@streetpreaching.com
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